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Summer Trip to the UK

This summer, the Ishikawa-Birtles family will be making their first trip to the UK since
before the pandemic. We are all very excited to make the trip to be reunited with familyon
both the Birtles and Ishikawa sides, most of whom have yet to meet our son, Seiji. However, :
it will be bittersweet as my father passed away in May 2019 and never got chance to meet his

first male grandchild.

We will spend much of the time in my hometown of Nottingham, and I look forward
to our children learning more about the wonderful history the city has. Nottingham is the :
home of the legendary figure Robin Hood. Robin Hood was an outlaw (perhaps comparable
to a ronin samurai!) who famously stole from the rich and then gave to the poor people of
Nottingham. We will visit Sherwood Forest, where he once lived in exile and also '
Nottingham Castle where his nemesis, the Sheriff of Nottingham, lived. :

The atmosphere of the city during our visit will sure to be very upbeat as our football
team, Nottingham Forest, has been promoted to the Premier League (England’ s top
division) for the first time in 23 years. Football in the UK has a huge cultural impact on the
supporters and Forest playing in the best league in England bring an immense sense of pride !
to the area. Our daughter, Marie, is a supporter and she is looking forward to watching the
team’ s fortunes from home soil! As our fans sing as the matches: “Come on you reds!”

SO, HIN—MVAFIZaaF k- TLOE, #1DAFY AT Ed, 1 F9V ADIF
LAEDEBZ, BYOMBICELEZ ST EDHVDT, N—FLRAK, £ F) ZADANKPALERD
WKHEES T ez, FHFEERLAICLTVET, LErUKZAET &IC 201940 5 HIZEL Ro DRI,
L3HVEEATLE,

Ml b%iFEE. BICROISTSH S ) v 574 YT HLTHT T P T, HIBEICZ OHIOR: & 7 )k
ZHS>TELVEVEESTVEY, /v T4 YALRZOEY Ty ROEHTHATT, a7y Rid
HHMLE (BZOHPAMATEVIET 1) T, BHE3ENLERB. ALOARIZHFHZ 2205 5D
SWBALNTVET, HHBEIVEATLZEEINE T ¥y —T Y FOHPL. LOEINLI L TOZERTEH VT

Iy =
F N

HIB R DRI

T4 YA LW NS TETY,

23EEDICT LIV (AT FY ROy TIY—=D) WKL/ v T4 LT+ LA OGS
T HHEWIIHE E TRED EA S TVETETLE S, A F Y ATRY v A—DULWITH TV T,
THLAMB Yy TY—FTTLATES LIC, O AL IZROITEDIEETOVET, OB
L7+ LAFZIGELTOT, F—LOBMZBMITHO NS T 2B LAIKLTVET, 77 V3T —
LT lCome onyoureds! | (HRiFL=T+—LOE) LiKVET,

MR )i &

Guest writer Mark Birtles
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